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EXECUTIVE: SESSION 


Thursday, October 10, 1975 


United States Senate, 
Select Committee to Study Governmental 
Operations With Respect to 
Intelligence Activities, 
Washington, ND. Cc. 
The Committees met, purauant to notice, at 11:25 o'clock 


a.m. ir, Room 407, The Capitol, tha Honorable Richard Schweiker 


' prasiding. 
‘ 


Praesent: Senator Schweiker (prasiding). 


Also present: Frederick Raron and Rhett Dawson, Profes- 


" gional Staff Mambers. 


TOP SECRET 


PROCEEDING 


Senator Schweiker. Would.you’raige your right hand? 


Prone {Ares 207) 544-4008 


Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to 
'| give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so halp you God? 

Mr. Tweedy. I do. 

Senator Schweiker. It has been nice meating you. 

Mr. Tweedy. Thank you very much. 


(Wheraupon, Senator Schweiker left the hearing room.) 


{Discussion off the record.) 
Mr. Baron. Mr. Tweedy, you have just received the oath 
from Senator Schweiker, who has now left tha room, and you are 


‘under no obligation to continua to testify in his absanca, but 
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‘ obviously the Committee would appraciate it greatly if you 
would continue to testify. 
Are you willing to continue to testify in the Sanator's 
absence? 
Mr. Tweedy. I plan to testify fully. 
Mr. Baron. You are willing to tastify to tha truth as hr? 
as you can do it? 
Mr. ‘weedy. I will indeed. 
Wr. Baron. Are you aware that vou hava the riqht to 
counsel? 
Mr. Tweedy. 


‘tir. Baron. You ara appearina here voluntarily without 
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counsel? 
Mr. Tweedy. I am. 


Mr. Baron. Are you also aware that you may cease answering 


" questions at any point if you wish to conault with counsel? 


Mr. Tweedy. I am. 

Mr. Baron. Finally, areyou aware that all of your Consti- 
tutional rights are intact, including your Fifth Amandment 
«rights to remain silent? 

Mr. Tweedy. I am. 

Mr. Baron. All right, then. 

Lat us procaed to review a set of documents which were not 

. available to us in your first examination. The attempt here 

today is not to go over a lot of old ground that we covered 

in your first examination but to focus our concerns on a few 

h main evants in the alleged story of an assassination olot 

* against Lumumba, and to refresh your recollection by review of 
these documents. 

Let me introduce as Fxhibit 1 a cable from Allen Dulles 
to the Leopoldville Station, marked for Robart Guthman on 
October 26th, 1960. 

(The document refarred 
to was marked Tweady 
Fxhibit No. 1 for 


identification.) 
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TESTIMONY OF BRONSON TWEEDY 
Mr. Baron. We discussed this cable in your pravious 
appearance, did we not? 
Mr. Tweady. August 26th. 
May I correct the data? It is August 26th. 
Mr. Baron. Certainly. 
Tweedy. It is rather important. 
Baron. It is August 26th, 
Tweady. Yes, we did indeed Giscuss it the last time. 


Baron. After you took another look at this cable 


" this morning before wa went on the Tecord, you made a remark to 
“+ the effect that this cable was a source of euthority as far as 


‘i you Were concerned at the time. 


Is that your impression now? 
Mr. Tweedy. Yes. 


Let mo just add to that a bit. Tha cable per se I did not 


; Yemamber, but it is perfectly obvious the cable is tha authorit.. 


” When I first talked to Mr. Bissell about this, he certainly 


implied the only reason the subjact was being raised is becaune 
it had been of national policy laval concern. I do not think 
it could be more clear-cut than that. This was basically, this 
was the formal axpression of that bv the Diractor himself, 

T Cannot remember which came first, did I see this cable 
first, or did I talk to Mr. Sisal} first. TI suspect that 1 


talked to Mr. Hissell first. Tt must have bean absolutely ii 
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the same time pariod. 
This merely confirmed what I think I probably heard 
i Mr. Bissell first. 
Mr. Baron. In this discussion with Mr. Bissell, you are 
i referring to the subject of getting access to Lumumba for the 
‘| purpose of assassination. 
Mr. Tweedy. I think it probably came up in the sense that 
"the thrust 6f the American position was that thera was no 
geielon in the Congo without the fall from powar of Mr. Lumumba, 
| and no measure should be overlooked to achiave this -- constitu- 
tional. ravolutionary and indeed, axecutive action, if you want 
to call it that. 


Mr. Baron. Meaning assassination? 
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Mr. Tweedy. Yes. 

But none of these possible measures were excluded, and the 
main point was that averybody aqreed that Tumumba, had to go or 
We Were in for very serious trouble in the Conqo. 

Mr. Baron. You were referring a moment ago in discussing 
this cable from Alle: Dulles to ther Fact. that when you first 
discussed the possitility ef assasginatingd Lumumha as one Means 
of removing him from power with Richard Bissell, Bissall roefsrre} 
to this cabls. 

Mr. Tweedy. No, I would hava saan this cable whan it went 
out. Yam afraid you cannot pin me down on this, becauss I 


Can.ot remember the sequence of svents. Tt would hava hean 4 
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| perfectly natural follow-up to my discussion with Bissell. rt 


is conceivable that this went out before I talked to 5issall, 
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do not exclude that, but the two were totally in tandem. 
Mr. Baron. Having taken a look at all of the documents 
, that wa are about to introduca into the record today, befora 
ii we begin taking your testimony on the record, are you ‘able to 
Pinpoint with any more precision your inital discussion with 
Mr. Bilsesell of the prospect of assassinating Lumumba? 
Mr. Tweedy. Pinpoint it in terms of time? 
Baron. Yas. 
Tweedy. No, not in terms of time. I can only assuma -- 
Baron. Tt would have taken place shortly hefore this 
Allen Dulles cable? 

Mr. Tweedy. Either shortly beforw, or shortly aftar, 
because the next series of cables obviously qet the show, as 
tt ware, on the road. 

May I comment just Generally on those cables as a group? 
There are no surprises in them as far as I am concernad, in 
terms of detail. Much of it, even to this dav, I still do not 
remember. 

One aspect emerges very clearly for ms, that wa wers vers 
Careful about examining this on ths possibilities of doing 
anything against Lumumba. Rasically, this whole nariod was a 
Series Of exchanges with the field who wers seakind, as vou car 


Soe from that cable traffic, various maasures that might narfor> 


TOP SECRET 


or achieve the goal, including, indded assassination, but not , 
by any means limited to- that, that we were in trouble finding 
means which appeared secure, particularly maans which kept the 

U.S. hand hidden. It is the to and from, and the atmosphere 

| of it which is very familiar to ma) the details of it, much of 
i te eVan on reading them, is rather unfamiliar to me. I found 
i no surprises in it. 


Mr, Baron. Having refreshed your recollection by reviewina 


i 
tea cables, can you add any graater specificity to the record 


about the substance of your conversations with Richard Bissell 
on the possibility of assassinating Lumumba? 
Mr. Twasdy. TI think what wa usad to do, as [T remember it, 
when it came to tha technical axchanga with the Station on one 
p44 a8set varsus another, the possible security weakness of this 
man versus the possible strengths of another, 5issal] left this 
largely to me. I do not maan to sav that we did not from time 
to time review it. He did not debate with me on whether(hite } 
_ (Calg) was somebody who was worth dealing with or not, because 
she had Delqian connections, for sxample. 
Mr. Baron. Yon area saving ha would heave left the operatic: 
details to you? 
Mr. Tweedy. The oparaticnal details of trying to come um 
with some solution that lookud as if it madwe senss, and had a 
promise of success. I do not racall that we would discuss this 


type of «a cable in datail. As you can ses, he ralaased quite 
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a number of tham, because ha wanted to remain familiar with 


them. 
(Discussion off the‘ record.) 
Mr. Daron. Back on tha record on thin subject. 


Mr. Tweedy. No, I do not have any further recollection of 


i detailed discussions with Bissell on this. On the other hand, 


‘it was parfactly clear that he remained actively intereated in 
it. Tam sure that he was tha one that had the idea of Justin 


' O'Dounell, for axample, I think he undoubtedly came up with 


that idea. As you recall, I had forgotten untirely that Justin 


" O'Dorneall had ever played a role in thin. I am sure when he 


fixed on O'Ponne)l the possibility tc essist the “hie” of Statice 


‘he must have discussed this with him. I can almost say I 


remember it, but hardly. 


Mr. Baron. Do you have any recollection of what Bissell 


‘gaid to you in the series of discussions on the prospect of 


assassinating Lumumba about the level at which tha exploration 
of this prospect had beer authorized? 

Mr. Tweedy. No. That is the aspect I was never clear on 
exCept that. it was parfectly clear to ma that he was quite 
confide.t that this was -- I am now talking about tha eliminatiog 
of Lumumba by whatever means. I am not talking necessarily 
about assassination: I want to ba quite clear on thet. 

TI was quite clear in my mind thet the policy levals of 


Washington ware agreed that Lumumba must qo. T cannot go any 
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further than that. I cannot say, for example, that Bissell 
‘gaid I think as an Agency we should consider assassination on 
this or that this had baen discussed with the policy levels 
H of govarnment. I do not. know, and it was never made clear to 


Me-nor:does ‘his cable maka clear, but it was perfectly clear 


that Mr. Dulles felt quite quiet in his mind about discussing 
i any of these aspects with the State Department or the Ambassador. 
Mr. Baron. Off tha record. 


(Whereupon, a brief racess was taken.) 


Mr. Baron... We are back on the record now. 


When we stopped, wa ware discussing your account of your 


‘i Meetinas with Richard Bissell where the subject of assassinatiny 


Lumumba had arisen among other maans that had been considered 
in disposing of Lumumba, Did Richard Bissell ever indicate 

| directly or indirectly to you that he had the authority of the 
President of the United States for moving forward with an 

" operation which might include assassinating Lumumba ? 

Mr. Tweedy. Let me make it quite clear, he certainly 
never mentioned the President at all. 

Mr. Raron. By nama? 

Mr. Tweedy. Hy nems, or avan by any indication. It was 
merely my impression reinforced, cartainly, eithar befors or 
after, of this cable of Allan Dulles that this was a nolicy 

: level decision, but the extant to which the Exacutive had 


| assassination discussed with him at all, I cannot comment on. 
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It 1s perfectly obvious that tha Agency felt that it had 
the support of tha. Executive in efforts to aliminate Lumumba. 
It was at least my imprassion throughout thia whole period that 
Y4e de @ver came down to thea point where somebody said, I think 
we can do it, and we decided upon the means, that someone would 
| have said, well, before we do, obviously there has to be final 


approval. TI would not have known where the final approval 


| would have come from. I would not expect that my corresporidence 


“with the Chief of Station in Laopoldville would result in the 


assassination of Mr. Lumumba without further referance. 
Mr. Baron. You ware under the imprassion that whatever 
steps you Were involved in toward wliminating Lumumba, as you 


“put it, were fully authorized at the highest leval of the 


' government? 


Mr. Tweedy. Yas, I was. 

Mr. Baron. That would include the Prasidant? 

Mr. Tweedy. T do not really think T can answer that 
question, Mr. Baron. Whar. somebordy at my lavel, fairly senior 
though it was, receives clear-cut assurances that the policy 
leval wants something done, it is vary difficult for him to 
judges whether the President per se has bean in contact with the 
Agency or that he has done this through his National Security 
Advisor, the secrwtary of Stats, or whonver. There could he 
no way that. I could judge that, 


T think i+ would be quite misleading if I were to try to 
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read into it either then or now. 

Mr. Baron. Whatever impression you had of the axtent of 
the authority for the steps that you were taking to aliminate 
Lumumba was derived from your conversations with Richard 
Bissell? 

Mr. Tweedy. And the cable. 

Mr. Baron. And the cable by Allen Dulles. 

. Mr. Tweedy. Which merely indicated to me that the Agencv 
waa confident that it had its policy guidance and was thus 
} acting accordingly. 

Mr. Raron. Between this cable on Auqdust 26th which 
Allen Dulles dispatched to the Congo and tha cahle we will now 
mark Exhibit 2, which is a cable from yourself to Laopoldvilla 
On September 19th, marked Fyes Only, Guthman from Jadwin-- 

{The document. refarred 
to was marked Tweedy 
Exhibit No. 2 for 


identification.) 
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Mr. Baron. Were there any other Meetings that you recall 


|| between yourself and Richard Bissell where he asked you to 


move beyond the exploratory stage to the implementation staqe 
“in assaasinating Lumumba? 

Mr. Tweedy. I do not know at all. I just do not recall 
that that ever occurred. 

Mr. Baron. Let us turn, then, to this cable. 

Thia cable indicates -- 

Mr. Tweedy. This is the one on the 19th? 

Mr. Baron. Yas. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Baron. Back on the record. 

This cable begins with your indication to tha Chief of 
Station that someone was proceading shortly to the Congo who 
, would announce himself as Sid from Paris. 

First of all, to backtrack, Guthman, in this cable, 
the Chief of Station, is that right? 

Mr. Tweedy. Correct. 

‘ir. Baro. Who wa agreed would bse referred to as 
Chief of Stetion or by hin alias, Hadaqmena, and Jadwin is 

Mr. TWeedy. My pseudonym, 

Mr. Baron. Mid you have a first ane in the pseudonvm? 

Mr. waady. Thomas kK. 

4r. Raro:n. Who was Sid from Paris? 


Mr. Twaedy. TI was trving to think. The idantitv is Sid 
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Brown. Sid Brown as a name means nothing to me. 


Mr. Baron, If I reprasent to you that we have had tastimoay 


fron Sidney c SCE LSby that this identity stood for himself, does 
that refresh your racollection? 

Mr. Tweedy. It would not surprise me. It was my assumption 
that it probably was, but I could not recall, so I find -- in 
other words, your explanation, I think, 1s what I would have 
expected... 

Mr. Baron. Do you have any independent recollection of 
dispatching Sidney Cote ies on a_miasion to tha Congo? 


Mr. Tweedy. I have the most unclaar recollection that 1 


P ns 
. discussed with Mr. Bissell Sidney Mote aS goina +o the 
ene | 


; Congo. TI have no recollections of any conversations T had 
with ne.’ GET sb, ninsel t, although I am quite convinced I had 
them, 

In other sodas it is inconceivable to ma that he would have 
gone to the Congo without sewing me. 1 cannot: recall ‘tha 
substance of our discussions, although I assume, and I imaqins 
Mr. Bissell must have shared in this, we discussed what it was 
411 about, the operational preblsms involved, so that he, in 
turn, could bz somewhat seansibls ahout what his own supporting * 
fole an tnis imiant be. 

When T say this, it is a reaso.ahle assumption but it is 
not diract rscollectior. 


Mr. Baron. “Doss this cable indicate to you that you did 
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dispatch Sf@ney"Gottlleb> tothe Congo on ea highly sensitive 


mission? 

Mr. Twaedy. It does indeed. 

When you say I dispatched him, I would say it would be 
more accurate to say that Mr. Bissell and I dispatched him. I 
am sure the authority for him going would have come from he 
‘rather than ma, but we arranged the details. 
Mr: Baron. Your comment about ‘the fact that tha authority 


“" would have flowed from Mr. Bissell diracty is borne out, is it 


: | not, by Mr. Bissell's initials on this cable? 


Mr. Tweedy. Yas, axactly. 

Mr. Baron. Was that a fairly unusual practice, to have 
both the DDP and the Chief of tha Africa Division sign a 
cable? 

Mr. Tweedy. Quite common. Throughout the organization 
on matters of aither particular sensitivity or so important that 
the DDP wished to be constantly informed about correspondence 
on @ Subjuct, the Chief of the Division would originate and 
send out cables and have it aetually signed off by the DOP. 
That was quite a common practices in the Agency. 

Mr. Baron. Do you have a racollection, having oxai this 
documant, of tha fact that you set up 4 special channel using 
the YOPROP sensitivity indicator? 

Mr. Tweady. I did not recall {gprop, but I recall special 


channels. 
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Mr. Baron. This. would have restricted all traffic from 
yourself to Chief of Station, is that correct? 
Mr. Twaedy. Yas. My Deputy would also have access to it 
ze my absence. 
Mr. Baron. That would be Glen Fields? 
Mr. Tweedy. Yas. 
Baron. Would Richard Bissell have access to it? 
Twasady. Indeed he would. 
Baron. Allen Dulles also? 


Tweedy. Certainly if he wanted, absolutely. 


Mr. Baron. Why was a snecial communications channel set 


: “up in this cable? 


Mr. Tweedy. Because of tha sensitivity of the subject. 
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This, again, was a frequent procedure in thse Agency on sensitive 
| matters. If One was about to mount a sensitive operation, one 
‘of the first things normaliy done was ¢o set up special 

communications procedures so the dissemination of the messages 
could be restricted to what was raquirad. 

Mr. Baron. In this case, the aspecially sensitive subiect to 
which you Were restricting communications access was the elini- 
nation of Lumumba by one maans or another? 

Mr. Tweedy. That is corract. 

Mr. Baron. What was the assiaqnment thae(Sio Gotel 


was to explain to the Chief of Station wher he arrived in the 


Cougo? 
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Mr. Twaedy. That, I do not recall. 1 can only assume 
it an a oT a Sh oreriemerireymermres 
1 that Sidney Gottliabtwould havea discussed with the Chief of 
i] eng | 


u Station instruments which TSD might have which could be of 


assistance in an assassination attempt. I assumed he discussed 
hia inventory, whatever it might be, and the two prasumably were 
» trying to come to soma conclusions as to what might have the 
: bast chance or the most practical chance of being used. 
; This is my assumption. I think in this early stage, that 


, would have bean the purpose of the exercise. 


. Seti Ate 
Mr. Baron. Let me represent to you tha testimony of Sidney 
1% Y' ny 


Gottlisbyanout two conversations that he had at Headquarters 
before he undartook the mission to the Congo in Saptembar of 


1960, 


First, when Dr. Gottliabj looked at this cable and some 


subsequent cablas which we will discuss today, ha said thease 
cables applied to himself. He confirmed the fact that he took 
a trip to the Congo and arrived on Santember 24th as is {ndliceted 
by a subsequent cable, and: left On October Sth, as is indieetan 
by another cable. 

ance by said before he left the Coneo -- T an sorry, 


before he left for the Congo -- he had ¢ convaraation with you 
end Glen Fields in which you instructed him to take a lathe) 
material to the Conge and give it to the Chie? of Station 
with iastructions to assassinats Lumumba if it were oossible 


and to instruct the Chi<* of Station in tha technical means hy 
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which this lethal material could be administered through 
Lumumba's food or toothpaste or something that he would ingest. 
Mr. 1fabjalso testified that in that conversation you 
| indicated to him that thase instructions were being given at 
Richard Sissell‘s authority. 
Did that conversation take place? 
(Discussion off the record.) 
Mr. Tweedy. His testimony doas not basically refreah my 
i memory. Tha only aspect of it which I would find unrealistic is 
that he had an instruction from ma to tall tha Chiaf of Station 
“to use this material and qo ahead and assassinate Lumumba, as 
it, 4. effsact, that ig all the authority that was necessary. 


To be frank, that dozs not make Sansa. Tha rest of it 


‘ perfectly feasible. I do not recall it in the detail, but I 


. am not going to deny whe tQSidj vata. TI think his racollectior.’ 


i that I told him, in effuct, to go to the Chief of Station ant 

‘ gort of gat the show on the road and use the poison and 
assassinate Lumumba without. any furthar ceremony is just not f.- 
way it would have happaned. 


Mr. Raror. Why is that? 


Mr. Tweady. For tha simple reason that under no circumstéencss 


would that instruction have bean given by me without reference 
to higher authority up through the chain of command. 
“Mr. Baron. When you say reference to hicher authority, 


what do you medr? 
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Tweedy. My higher authority in the first inatance 


Mr. Bissell. 
Baron. t 5} did testify -- 
Tweedy. I understand. 


Mr. Baron. -- that you referred in your conversation with 


' 

| 
1 
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him to the fact that you had authority from Mr. Bissell for the 
i} , 
assignment you were giving to gottlion, 

Mr. Tweedy. The only thing that Mr.(Gottliab, would disagree 


on is that there would be no further reference, which his 


statament implies from Leopoldvilie bafora thay took any action 


on this matter, in other words, take the final action on this 
/ matter, and that was never a matter, to the bast of my recollec- 


! tion, that was aver delegated by Mr. Bissell. In other words, 


waRD @ eauL 


i Mr. Bissell never said, look, you have the picture, go ahead 

and do it in your own good time without any further referance 
“ to mea or anybody else, nor is the tenor of this correspondence 
are I read it that way at all. 

Mr. Baron. Po you recall if Mr. Bissell ever want as far 
as telling you that if an opportunity arose to carry off the 
assassination of Lumumba in a situation whera it would hs 
practically impossible to confirm, that there was authority 
for proceeding with the setawalnation with Headquarters, that 
the Chief of Station would be, undar those circumstances, 
authorized to procead to aaedsainake Lumumbe ? 


Mr. Tweedy. No, I do not. 
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“Mr. Baron. Do you have @ recollection about that one way) 
Or ie other? 

Mr. Tweedy. I do not recall that he ever put it to ma 

" this way. 

Mr. Baron. Let us then break down your statement about this 


sine aay 


meeting with ir. Gottlieb} into component parts. 


You agree now, having heard ‘Dr. Gottliab's, testimony, thet 


1 dt fa true that you had asked (Dr. Gottliebjto go to the Congo? 


Mr. Tweady. Indeed, as I assumed I had, yes. 


Se ed 


Mr. Baron. It is also true that you knew that Dr: Gott liety 
was to carry a lethal material to the Chief of Station in ths 
Congo? 


Mr. Twaedy. If he says so, T do not disaqree with him. 


ween a rau 


1 do not frankly recall thet at this voint, but Tt am nerfactly 
wadded to accant what he says. 

Mr. Baron. Assuming, for the momant, that you would have 
required the Chisf of Station to check back with Headquarters 
before he carriad out an assassination mission, would it be 


F F ommer Uw ere et ts 2 
true that vou assigned Dr. Gortliahy the task of instructina 


the Chief of Station to assassinete Lumumba on that basis? 


Mr. Tweedy. ‘ ie5, was the head of the Tachnical 
Services Division, or whatever it was called in those days. 

“4r. Baron. Let me jump in for a moment. 

At this point, for about a yaar ania half, he was the 


Sclence Advisor to Mr. Aissell, and he moved to Tachnical 
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Services shortly thereafter. 


Mr. Tweedy. The way you put it to me was that I instructed - 


omone (Ares 207) $44-6000 


GO pte acsassinate Lumumba. The answer to that is, I am 
‘gure I never instructed Gottiteb; to assassinate Lumumba, This 
; ia the way you put it to me. 

Mr. Baron. Lat ma correct that. 
What I maant to say was, would you have asked Geetiieb} 
“ to convey the instruction to thea Chief of Station that he was 


to assassinate Lumumba if he found a way to do it and if he 


. confirmed it with Headquarters? 
Mr. Twaedy. My answer to that is almost certainly not. 
\ That would have been covared in other correspondance, which 


“ think is demonstrated by thase cables, to tha Chief of Station 


WARD 8 PAE 


direct jfrom me with authority of Mr. Bissell. I would not have 


used, neither would ‘Mr. Bissell, Mr. Sas the channel 


for thi'ls instruction. 


Mr, Baron. 4Or ottiieb} hag also testifiad that, aside 


from carrying the materials to the Chief of Station and 
instructing in their use and giving him an instruction about « 
mission to essassinea-e Lumumba, thet he had one further role 
in the Cungo; he was to sarve as a tachnical advisor to the 
Chisf of Station on the feasibility of using these biolesical 


substances to carry off the operation. 


| 
As Gorerieiy our it, Gottlish) was to stay down there for 


a short period of tims to daternina tha tachnical feasibility 
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of the operational plan that the Chief of Station might come 
up with. 

i Mr. Tweedy. This seems quite reasonable to me. Presumably! 
"with his technical knowledge of the nature of these materials 

he would be in a position to either comment on or advise the 

« Chief of Station as he attempted to put togathar some kind of 
operation. That makas good sense to me. 


He would require,’ basteally, a technical advisor. 


Mr. Baron. gDr>“Gottllabsalso testified that the materials 


} he took with him were of a fairly short life. Their toxicity 
i 
» would wane within a matter of waaks. 


Given that bit of information to refresh your recollactic:, 


“dows that make it more likely that Gottli@bjwas there, to aid 


RaARD Ara 


“the Chief of Station in actually carrying off tha administration 


| of these drugs, es opposed to giving him qeneral instructions 


16" in the use of such lethal substances? 


Mr. Tweedy. I do not. know really that T can commant. on 
thet. If tha materials wonld deteriorate fast, tha use of then, 
if possible, [ woule stress the latter, would necessarily have 
to he uxpeditied, but the overwhelming concern of Headquarters 
and the field, again, demonstrated in this corruspondeance was 
our concer. that this thing could ba done at all, that it be 
done right, securely, aud that the U.S. hand should he 
concealed. 


If this wore at odds with the life of thase materials, 
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think that would have just been too bad. But I think it is 


perfectly clear that we would not have expedited anything at 


i the risk of doing it unprofessionally. 


—— 


Mr. Baron. At the point that. G Elian late for the Congo 
* after talking with you, would he have been énpowerad to convey 
i to the Chief of Station that an assassination of Lumumba could 
be carried off if he could meet the criteria you just laid out, 
concealment of the U.S. hand and use of these materials before 
: their potency waned? 

Mr. Tweedy. My answer to that would be he would be in no 
position to do anything more with the Chia? of Station if thev 
reached that point in planning, that as of tha last time ha 

. was at Ileadquarters that there would probably ba an approval 
from Washington. 
Mr. Baron. You would axpect, then, the Chief of Station 
: would have been expected to reconfirm with Headquarters the 
fact that ha had a go-ahead? 

Mr. Tweedy. It would never have occurrad to me othurwise. 

Mr. haron. It would ba your tastimony that, although you 
do not specifically reca!] your conversa*ion with roche 
you would have made that clear tofDr. 

Mr. Tweady. I would have thoudht so, yes, hut T could not 
comment any further. 


Mr, Baron. The reason for that is you do not recall the 


conversation? 
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Mr. Tweedy. Not only that: Dr ti fab) was as familiar 


| 38 I was with (a) the sensitivity of this particular project 


: and what was involved and tha way that. the Agency did its 
‘business, which was things of this kind were not dealt with on 
+ sort of an offhand basis. , 
Mr. Dawson. What is offhand? 
Mr. Tweedy. The fact that the field and D: 
given something in the nature of a blank check as to how they 
! would qo about it and when, without further reference to 
Neadquarters. 
Mr. Dawson. If wa are to tia this to tha cables, then, 
‘fs there somathing in the cables predating % lah's visit to 
the Congo which would laad you to believe that it had previously 


beer, authorized by some words in thosa cables? 


Mr. Tweady. What, Mr. Dawson, had previously been 


- 4 authorized? 


Mr. Dawsen. The authorization of the assassination affor*, 
the slimination of Lumumba. 

Mr. Tweady. Only in the most generel terms. ‘No oparetio:. 
had been put forward by the field. In our business, thase 
thinds were done by operational planning, at which voint one 
came up with an operation that was aqreed upon by tha Station 
and by Headquarters, and this, then, would have been either 
implemented or not, according to the sav-so -from Headquarters. 


‘tr. Dawson. That kind of operational planning is 
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after Mr. sGottl 2jarrives in the Congo, {s that correct? 


Mr. Tweedy. This, in affect, is that (Indicating). You 


i can tall by the Chief of Station, thare {is no further 


! reference to Mr. Gotti ie aa I recall. 


Mr. Baron. In this cable traffic? 


Mr. Tweedy. In this cable traffic, was looking at all 


|| sorta of ways and meana of eliminating Lumumba, not rastricted 


‘ to assassination, which coincides exactly with my recollaction 
. of the: period betwean when the subject was first broached to the 
Station and that rathar indafinable period whan, in effect, {t 


was all over, which, I sunpose, basically is the disappearance 


of Lumumba. 
I think all of this traffic supports my contantion thet 


under the instructions he was givan, the Chief of Station in 


" Leopoldville set about exploring all alleys and found none 


“erystal clear. There were problems with all of them. Some 


looked mora promising than others. Individuals who miqht be 
used obviously looked more promising than others. Some were 
discussed and discarded. We commented on some. And so it 
Wait. 

Mr. Baron. TI think that we should proceed in a moment 
to go through these cables with a closs eya, one by one. 

One further point inQor.cottliehts] testimony, to be fair 
to nim, he said he was under the impression that it was aenere] 


Agency procedure thet ina mission like this one the Chief of 
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Station probably would check back with Headquarters, that any 


| prudent Chiat of Station would check back to raconfirm his 
it 


authorityto go ahead with an assassination oparation, butz 


ottlfebjsaid in his conversation with you he was not told 
, that he should convey to the Chief of Station the requirement 
j that ha should check back with Headquarters before he proceeded 
“with the assassination of Lumumba. 

Mr. Twaedy. I cannot comment on his statements, because 
ut cannot recall what I said to him, It cartainly is perfectly - 
conceivable to me that I could have had this conversation with 
him and not mantioned this, that this would be covered in al} 
the basic corraspondénce that I was having with the Chief of 

Station. 
Mr. Harou. So then it is possibl# ~- or {s it mrobable 

‘that dn your instructions to Sidney Goreliabyanout his mission 
to the Congo you might nct have explicitly mentioned the 
requirement that the Chief of Station return to Headquarters 
to recunfirm his authority to move ahead with thse assassination. 

Mr. Tweedy. It 1a" I suppose, possible. To am not going 
to say it is not pessible. Tam merely gavin r* that is 
not the way we did business, and on the woele, Sidney Gottliat 
would be as familiar with thet as T would -- nerhaps not 45°: 
familier with it, because he was on the technical side where | 
was cr. th: operational side and used te thie chain of comment 


thina and the relationship batwaen the Division and Station 
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Chiefs in the field,to a greater extent than (jr. Sottl feb} woul. 

Tha last thing I am doing is impugning his veracity and 
| his testimony. 

Mr. Baron. When you say it is not the way wa do business, 
you meant to say it was your understanding in general Agency 
practice that the Chief of Station in a situation like this 
| would be axpected to chack back with Headquarters? 

Mr. Tweedy. When a Chief of Station was givan the authority 
: to carry out something entirely on his own initiative, that 
‘was made quite clear -- I'm not talking about this case, I mean 
" Geuurally -- this was made quitsa clear. 
Mr. Baro... When you ware talking about the fact that 
“this was not thu way that we generelly did business,” you wer- 


not referring to the fact that vou would have made it absoluts!" 


explicit in any conversation with ‘Sidiey “‘fott liad] or anybody 


like him who was undertaking a sensitive mission that the Chis‘ 


of Station would be expected to chack back? 

Mr. Tweedy. If I had not mantionad this to Sidney sett 
and he said I did not, I am perfactly prenparad to believe hin, 
it would be because it mevar occurred to me thet the Chie?’ oF 
Station would act in any other wav. That is it. 

Mr.. Dawson. Of course, Mr. Hedqeman also tastifiad thet 
it never would have occured to him to have carried this out 
without having checked back, an? he did so, of ccursa: the 


cables will show that verv clearly, What we ara trying to focus 
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on is exactly what Mr. Goetriasrconvayed to Mr. Hedgeman, 
which, of course, you could not testify to. 

Mr. Tweedy. I could not. 

Mr. Baron. Or what you said to him. 


Mr. Tweedy. I think it da quite possible that I did not 


‘ gay to'Mr. Gottlieb, Sid}. for Heaven's sake, do not have the 
: s 


' Chief of Station go off assassinating this fellow without 
| Yeferring back to Headquarters. It would never hava occurred 


‘ta me to do that. It would have been, in my view, superfluous. 


Mr. Dawson. You ars, of course, aware that Mr. Weadqarar 


‘was aware of this practica in the Agency? 


Mr, Tweady. Cartainly. 

Mr. Dawson. You had saan that happen. He had only bean 
Station Chief for a short time; in spite of that, he was still 
aware of Agency practice? 4 

Mr. Tweedy. I think that it would be perfectly true to 
say that any clandestins services officar who had reached a 
certain saniority in field axperience whether he was Chiaf of 
Station or not, he! would have sucked this in with his mother’s 
milk. We were, if I may say so, a very disciplined orqanizatin 
in thet redard. 

‘Mr. Dawsou. Specifically as to Mr. Wedgeman, that woul? 
apply to him also? 

Mr. Tweedy. It wonld indeed. 


Mr. Baron. Let us proceed then to a documant ws will 
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Exhibit 3, which is a cable from Bronson Tweedy. to the Chief 
of Station for his eyes only on September 22, 1960. 
{Thea document referred 
to was marked Tweedy 
Exhibit No. 3 for 


identification.) 
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Tweedy. This is mostly discussion 7 


Baron. The man you raferred to was at this tima an 
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agant that was in contact with tha Chief of Station? 

Mr. Tweedy. TI remamber him very well, I could not possibly 
remember his nama. I remember him vary well; I met him later. 

Mr. Baron. la proved to be a highly effactiva agant for 
the Station? 

Mr. Tweedy. ita was a very good intalliqenca agent, an 
excellent intelligence agent, for the simnle reason that ha 
was able to make contact with groups and madia in the Congo 
which was very difficult for non-Africansk to reach. '!e was, for 
4 year or two, a first-class intelligences source baatesi 10: 
not an action source, but an intsalliqanace source. 

Mr. Baren. When you read the sentence thats ts at the 
beginning of paragraph 8 on tha first page where it says: 
“Concur this possibiljty worth watching, but if decided support. 
for grap objectives. Relieve essential such be provided 
through third national channal with PRPRINF role completely 
concealed.” 

What are you referring to there? 

My, Tweedy. Tam not gure; 1 do not ramenber. 
recall what the incoming cable said. 

What ! am obviously seying is had, | quesa, an 


Cot who was, at least had been, ai i 


1 think what I was saying is, if wa wanted to use 
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en in an assassination attempt, that I would 


not dismiss it out of hand. 
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Mr. Baron. You would be concerned about its ‘security? 
Mr. Tweedy. Absolutely. 

Mr. Baron. You then would say the phrase "¥GproP objec~ 
| tives” would refer to an assassination attempt? 

Mr. Tweedy. Yea. 

Mr. Baren. That. the assassination, discussion of an 


assassination attempt, was being restricted to the YOPROP 


| channel? 
i Nir, Twaedy. Yes. 

Mr. Baron. On the last page of this documant -- 

Mr. Tweedy. The only thing that worries me about this 


conclusion of mine is this, the mora I read it, 2-B is anothar 


vs” paragraph, which may not have had anything to do with 


,at all and I do not feel, at least I cannot recollect, why 


any leaks would almost certainly hava included thel 
q 


if were involved in this. Thus, I am inclined to 
e 


feel T am talking about. somebody else and not b 

Mr. Baron. IT will represent *9 vou in other cable traffic 
T believe, which we will review as we precead hera, thera was 
discussion of the use of anot er coe, 

Mr, Tweady. This was probably the case. 1 do not think 
this refers to B here I do not think refars to 


T cannot recall -- 
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Mr. Baron. Who? 


a : 
YQPROP objectives would still refer ‘to exploring possibilities 


* to an assassination attempt? 


Mr. Tweedy. Yes. 


Mr. Baron. This may refer to exploring it with a 
Ma 


| differant agent? 


Mr. Tweedy. Yes. 


Mr. Raron. On tha last page, paragraph 3, it tells the 


_ Chief of Station: "Not intended you construe above comments 


‘as basically negative. You and colleague understand wa cannot 


read over your shoulder as you plan and agness opnortunitias. 


Our primary coicarn must be concealment PRPRIME role unless 


outstanding opportunity emerges which makes calculated risk 
first class bet. Ruady antertain any serious proposals you 
make based our high regard both your professional judaments.” 

What are you referring to in that paragraph? What massaqce 
afe you convaying to the Chief of Station? 

Mr. Tweedy. Well, IT think if you read the cahle you will 
notice that we have found difficulty with a number of his 
pronosals. These were exploratory nroposals. T wanted -- 

Mr. Baron. For carrying off an assassination mission? 

Mr. Tweedy. You keep Peonee off with an assassination 
mission as if this was always just. around the corner. What I 
am saying is, we are in a Period hare quite commor in our 


business of very intensive operational planning and axploratian. 
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All sorts of things were coming up from the field. 1 had 


commanted on it hare; in the and, I say, do not be discourages 


| because you do not see the probable channel we will usa. I 


assume the colleague was (Sid Gottlieb because I guess he was 


atill there. 


Mr. Baron. The first time he had not arrived, but you had 


already cabled that his arrival was imminent? 


Mr. Tweedy. I assuma that that is the colleaqua. I do 


' not think he would have talkad to anybody elae on it. That is 


411 it maans. 
It is, if you like, a techniqua of management. 


Mr. Baron. Moving on to a document that wa will mark 


- Exhibit 4, the next cable, is from Allen W. Dulles of September 


24, 1960 and your pseudonym is also listed as one of tha senders 
of the cabla to the Chief of Station. 
(Tha document refarred 
to was marked Tweedy 
Exhibit No. 4 for 


identification.) 
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Mr. Baron. In this cable, in the first paragraph, it says: 


“Wea wish give every possible support in elim{nating Lumumba 
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| from any possibility resuming govarnmental position or if ha fails 
“{n Leop" -- maaning Leopoldville -- “setting himself in Stanley- 


Ivdlle or alsewhare ° 


First, for the record, any time your pseudonym “Jadwin” or 
» YOUr name “Tweady" appears in the upper lefthand corner of a 
‘ cable or your signature appears on tha bottom, you dispatched 
; that cable? Is that not right? 
Tam referring ganerally to the cable traffic. 
Mr. Tweedy. What it maans ia thia. ft could mean severe! 
things, hut T parsonally dictated tha cable and diapatchsd it 


without further refersunce, or for some reason I constructed the 


wane e rau 


_ Cable and had it released by a higher authority, either Mr, 
' Bissall or Mr. Dulles. Although hols were not the only alter- 
! natives, if my name was on it, I was connected with it in one 
' form or another. 
I would guess that I dictated the cable and that Mr. Quiles «- 
and I do not have any aednde this cams about -- Mr, Dulles 
wanted to Sse it, and Mr. Nissell suqqasted that it qo out 
from Mr. Dulles and myself, IT just do not know, . Whae this 
Means is, Dullas and Tweedy were totally aware of the cahle 
Mr. Haron. Veturning than to the santenca I citad from 


the Cable where you and Dulles were talkinn about qivine every 


possible support i: eliminati.a Lumumba, what messaqde -- 
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Mr. Tweedy. "Eliminating Lumumba from any Possibility 
d Tesuming governmental position." This, if 1 May B&Y 8O, raverts 
4 to the original instruction from Mr. Dulles which was that the 
U.S. position was thet. Mr. Lumumba must be removed from a 
i Poaition of authority 4n the Congo and that assassination was 
not by any means the Only way by which thia might be accomplished. 


This, I think, merely reiterates that it is not a -- being 


Sy 
1 a YQPROP cable does not refer Specifically to assassination, 


Mr. Daron. Would this cable, in using the phrase “elimina- 
ting Lumumba” in this context contemplate assassination as 
at least ona of the possible Means that might be ised? 

Mr. Twaady. Tam afraid if 1 mZy S@€y so you are puttina 


words in my mouth. This is exactly what it says. He has two 
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Massages now from Mr. Mulles. The first one, I think, was 
“ perfectly clear. Sincs then he has had Massages from Mr, 

Dulles’ subordinates liks myself, This meraly makes it clear 
again that Neadquarters wishes to “give avery possible support 
in eliminating Lumumba from any possibility resuming govearnmen‘te«! 
position" and I cannot Sé#y More than thet, and T think to say 
that this strasses assessisetion woul" bs quits untrue. But the 
Chief of Stetion in Leopolaville was already under instruction 
to be considering this aga on of the vossibilitiss. 

Mr. Baron, Assassisetion? 

Nr. Tweedy. This dows not chanas that, 


Mr. Rarow. T think thet is fine. 
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The interesting aspect of that sentence for ma is the 


rest of the sentence where “dt makes it clear that not only is 


there a concern about Lumumba being able to resume hia position 


: dn Leopoldville, but anywhere else, and it would seam that 


assassination would at least have to be one of very faw means 
that could insure that fact that Lumumba would not resume a 
Position of power anywhere. 

Mr. Tweedy. I do not think 1 can comment any further. 


Mr. Baron. Lat us introduce as Fxhibit § a cable 


; dispatched from the Chief of Station on Sentember 27th, 1969 


for your syes only, and this cable beqins with a referance to 


Tt says he was contacted 26 September, "We on same wavr 
length." Than it Continues, “Hance balisva most rapid action 
consistent with security indicated,” 

The next paragraph Says, "Rasis 2 talkg considering 
possibilitias:” -- there follows a list of possibilities from 
A to G and Paragraph 3 on ths hottom of page 2 says, "Plan 
proceed on basis prioritiss as listad above, unlass instructed 
to coutrary," 

(The document refarrad 
to was marked Twaady 
Exhibit No. 8 for 


idantification.) 
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| 2 talks considering possibilities" of dispatching 


Mr. Baron. Does that indicate to you that on the list of. 
priorities, priority A would have been considered by the Chief 
of Station to be his top priority? 

Mr. Tweedy. Can you read, by thea way, paragraph “Basis 
to Stanleyville and taking refuge -- that would be refuge, would 
it not? 

Mr. Baron. Yes. “Recall from Stanlayville” -- 


Mr. Tweedy. -- “and ‘have him take refuge with Big 


’# Brother” 


Mr. Baron. -- "Would thus act as ‘inside man to brush up 
datails to razor edga. Aliso would provide info on food anc 


agricultural problem, Guthman recalling, to Leop.” 


When Dr. Gottlieb) looked at this cable, he testified that 


this cable indicated that he arrived in the Congo on the 26th 


| of September. He had two talks with the Chief of Station whare 


* they discussed various operational possibilities of getting ric 


of Lumumba. The letter A vapresented their ton priority pla. 
Would you agree with thet interpretation of the cable? 
Me. Tweedy. T would think so. 
Mr. Baron. Would you -- 
Mc. Tweedy. When he says: "Plan procued on basis prior: 
ities as listed above" this adain is no* what he was aoina *c 
do at the conclusion of this without furthar reference carr’ 


fys 
out an assassination. Ne says, what we see is 
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2 Mr. Baron. Does he not indicate in this cable though 
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! that he would proceed to implemant these plans unless he were 


instructed to the contrary? In other words, this very cable 


might constitute his requast for a confirmation. 


Mr. Twaady. I disagree. I think these various possibili- 


i ties still need further exploration is what he was suggesting 


to Headquarters. he concentrate onthat.ie the best possible use 
‘N, 
i of n this including further operational intelligance 


i} 
i on the situation which might. lead to an aqreemant that. we would 


use this man, and than all these othars, but it doas not-in anv 
Sense, as far aga I ain concerned, it igs not in anv sense the 


Chief of Station. saying, if A looks terribly aood T shall just 
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1% go ahead and finish the job without further reference. Not at 

ell. 

Mr, aaron 1 do not understand how you.can read the phras- 
“unless instructed to the contrary” in that. way. 

Mr. Tweudy. Because there are other possibilities hare. 
Il am sorry, but I am afraid looking at it fifteen years later -- 
in the subject that you are angaqed in, IT think you would look 
at it entirely differently than 1 would, working on 4 Aav-torda 
matter with the Chief of Station. There is absolutely nothing 


in this cable which says that thay have ths answer te 


uSe. ot 
Does paragraph A indicate thae[ vont 
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take refuge with Big Brother, meaning move into Cumumba’s” 
~ oN 


! 
" gntourage? 


| Mr.’ Twaady. I think probably this would be -- I am trying 


“to think how this was. 


i} 
H Was this aeons 


Mr. Baron. I do. not know the operational! detaila. 


Mr. Tweedy. He did have some access to Lumumba's entour- 
a 


“igo which was the reason we were so interested. 
Mr. Baron. Would you assume that this cable is suggesting 


a 
that be recalled to Leonoldvillse so that he might 


. move into {uimumba"s" entourage? 
Mr. Twaady. Absolutely. 
Mr. Daron. Where it says he “would thus act as {inside mes. 
‘to brush up details to razor edge,” would you assume that. refars 
to exploring the means by which Lumumba might be poisonad? 

Mr. Tweedy. I think that is quite a possibility. 1 Sree 
specifically say yus. I suspect he was our best potential source 
for operational intellidqence, if you like, on this. 

Then hs says "Also would provide info on food and agricnt- 
tural problems.” I have a vaque recollection at thia point the? 
he was raporting rather importantly on aspects of food and 
agriculture which was a major nolitical factor within tha Cor19 
then. TI cannot put it any more clearly than that. 

Ithink it is that this woul? ba 4a byproduct of this, that 


we woul) gat mors good ranorting on the subiect. 


TOP SECRET 


wae & eau 


Mr. Baron. You would read that sentence literally instead 
of an oblique reference to getting access to Lumumba's food hy 
which he might be poisoned? 

Mr. Twaedy. I would read it much more literally than that. 

Mr. Baron. Let us turn then to Exhibit 6, which ie a 


cable from the Chief of Station on September 30th to Jadwin, 


| which ts yourself -- 


(The document referred 
to was marked Tweady 
Exhibit No. 6 for 


identification.) 
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Mr. Baron. -- in which the Chief of Station says: “No 
really airtight op possible with assets now available. Must. 


choose batween cancelling op or accepting calculated risks 


: of varying degrees.” 


‘ 
(pane assat available. View nacessity act 


immediately, if-at all, urge Headquarters authorize axploratory 
conversations to determine tel illing take role as 
active agent or cut-out this op.” 


First, would you read the sentence or the phrase “view 


’ necassity act immadiataly, 1f at all” to refer to the fact 


x hers, 2 
that at this point Mottlieb had informed tha Chiat of Station 
on 


that ths lethal material was of a Limiter life? 
Mr. Tweedy. I cannot really commant on that. That is 


curtainly a perfectly reasonable explanation for that. remark, 


* but as I do not know exactly Where Lumumba sat on that particu- 


lar moment when this cabla waa sent, it miqht hava something 
to do with his availability or somathing else, TI just do not. 


know. 


Certeiuly your first point is 4 possibility. Tt aquall 


makes Claer, of course, thet al thouch ha’! bean use 
in an operational intelligence support role, he at this point 


het never been cut in on plans. Of course, Chief of Station 


did not knew whether he would be willing *e 90 a’ond with tris 


2 Chief of Station hers is considering 
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approach first on a hypothetical basis 
Mr. Tweedy. Yes. 
Mr. Baron. It is clear here, is it not, that 
viewed as a potential assassination asset? 
Mr. Tweedy. Indead. 


Mr. Baron. Let us introduce as Exhibit 7? a cable on 30 


| September 1960 signed by Glen Fields to the Chief of Station, 


ce 
again in the YQPROP channel, 


(The document raferred 
to was marked Twaedy 
Exhthtt No, 7 for 


identification.) 
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Mr. Baron. Prasumably, it is responding to the cable that 
we just looked at, and in thig cable, Glen Fields says, "You 
are. authorizad have exploratory talks with to 
assess his attitude toward Possible active agent or cut-out 
role." 


Would you assume that Glen Fields consulted you before 


sending this authorization to the Chief of Station? 


Mr. Tweedy. Not necessarily. f might have been out of 


. town that day. As you will notice, all he says is, “Youcare 
i authorized have exploratory talks" sand "Aqree with you initial 
discussions should ba on hypothetical basia.” And, of 


course, at that point, we would expact a raport from tha field 


; On how it want. He was taking 1t one step further. He miant 
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‘not have cleared that with ma if I were away. Ha might also 
have perhaps cleared it with Mr. Bissell, 

Mr. Baron. As your Deputy, it would have been parfectiv 

, Proper in your evas for Glen Fields to have issued this cab)s 
without consulting you? 

‘ir. Tweedy. Certainly. Tt is quite possible, too, ther 
he eve. told Mr. “issal) what he wes planning to do. T cannot 
tell you Specifically. This is al} shat this cable authorizes. 
I find it ontirsly within his delequted rasponsibilitias. 

Mr. Maron. Would it have bee. Standard Drocsdura for 
Glew Plelds, in your abSence, to maution to Richard Bisse)! the 


fact that such authorization to be sant to the Chief of Statio. 
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on an exceptional and sensitive mission like this one? 
Mr. Tweedy. Would you say that again? 


Mr. Baron. Would it have bean standard procedure for 


" Flalds to chack with Aissell in your absence bhafore he sent such 


i @ cable? 


Mr. Tweady. No. Field's understanding of his authorities 


: and his relationships with tha DOP on such matters were exactly 


‘the same as Mine. We would have sean eye to aya with him. 


If I had sant the cabla, undoubtedly I would have lat 


"Mr. Bissell know that I was Planning to carry this thing thet 


much closar. The reason for thet {is that we wer4 qatting closes 
to informing a third party thet this wan in the wind. ‘Tharefor-. 
bufore wa actually took this atep, I think somathing like 

this,a third Party baind 


Mr. Baron. As Exhibit 8, we will introduce a cabla on 


‘October 7th, 1969, from the Chinf of Statin to Jadwin, which 


is yourself. 
(The document raferret 
to was marked Twaady 
Fxhibit No. 4 for 


idantification.) 
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Mr. Baron. This cable bagines wit fare ; i 
| egins hare erence to Sidnay 
| er aaa . 
| Gottlieb, and he: : "Departed Leop for PBPRIME S|October, view 


Ht 
| expiration date his materials. However, laft cartain items of 


: continuing usefulness. Guthman plans continue try implement 


Oop. 
Do you have any independent recollection of receiving 
this cable? 
Mr. Tweedy. You know, it's terribly hard when you see 
something that clearly occurred, and to me I read, it's 
| terribly hard at this stage. to say, of course I remember. It al} 
reads perfectly familiar to me now.. To say quite specifically 


T recall receiving the cable will parhans qo a Littles heyond 


wand @ eau 


my memory. 

Mr. Baron. Rased upon having read this cable at that 
time, which you assume you did, is that correct? 

Mr. Tweedy. Absolutely. 

Mr. Baron. You would have known that GTiney Forel lent had 
laft the Congo on October Sth and that the Chief of Station 
Planned to cou.tinue to try to implemant the Oparation. | 

Mr. Tweady. Which msans that he would continue his 
exploratory onerationel work to see if he could coma to some 
solution, 

Ar. Beron. You would read thet santance atill to apniv 
to an exoloratory phase, a phasa in which the Chief of Static:. 


was exploring the feasibility of assassinating Lumumba as 
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) Opposed to moving 


Mr. Twwedy. 


\ elae. 


Mr. Dawson. 


“then, Mr. Tweedy, 


i was ever asked to 


“Mr. Tweedy. 
best recollection 


parfactly obvious 


to implementing? 


Absolutely. Under no circumstances anything 


Based upon this Exhibit and the previous one 
is it your opinion that in this case no agent 
assassinate Lumumba? 


Yes, indead. That also coincides with my 


which ig not all that damn good. It is 


that was never requested to 


assassinate Lumumba, and I have no recollection of anybody 


having been asked 


Mr. Dawson, 


to do this. 


Whether the discussion was hypothetical, as 


outlined in the previous axhibit. 


Mr, Tweedy. 


Nr. Dawson. 


Yes. 


Why is it obvious that C was never 


asked to assassinate Lumumba in light of the santence in this 


cable that reads, 


to the fact that 


"Although did not pick up ball," -- referrins 
os 


did not necessarily pick up the 


bell on assassinating Lumumba in his conversation with the Chin’ 


of Station, the Chief of Stetion nevertheless believed “he 


prepared take any 


plish objective. 


Does thet not indicate 


role necessary within limits security accu 


= as at least virnwe? 


a8 S$OMcOL.e ‘VhO WAS prenared to undertake ar assassination wis: 


if he should be tasked with it? 


TOP SECRET 


Mr. Tweedy. I did not say he was not. This at that time 

: a 
is the Chief of Station's best assessment of what the 
reaction would ba if tha thing was formally put to him so 
bluntly that ha understood antirely what it was all about. 
| do not recall, I do not believe any of this residual traffic 
indicates that it aver got so far that we did that, and I ehtnky 
my own belief is it is a 50-50 proposition on wether) 
would agree to do it. I think probably in “limits security 


accomplish objective" is probably the controlling factor. I 


» Cannot really racall anymora. 
‘Nr, Dawson. Off tha record, 
(Discussion off the record.) 
Mr. Saron. Back on the record. 
This report on October 7th by the Chief of Station refers 
‘back to the duploravery conversations that he mantioned he 
was -- 
Mr. Twaedy. Implied to by Fields. 
Mr. Baron. -- authorized by Fields in tha previous cabic 
of the 30th. 
Mr. Tweedy. Richt. 


Mr. Baron. As Fehibit 9, we will introduce a cable siaqne-' 


ak 
by B. Tweedy to the Chiaf of Station in the yYorRor channal. 


(The documant referred 
to was marked Tweadv 


Exhibit "No. 9 for 
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PUOOE VO ube ES eS ee ole 


Mr. Baron. It bagins, "Had good discussion your colleagues 


7 October. Comments follow:" ‘ 
"A. Be ‘assured did not expact FOPROP © objectives 
: be reached in short period and understand current situation 
fully warranted return your colleague." 
And then it continues to discuss the fact that you wera 


considering dispatching a third country national operator and 


a senior case officer from the CIA who would "run this op and 


; outside agent full time under your direction." 
Dosa this cable refer to tha fact that you debriefed 


" Sidnay Gottlieb? 


Mr. Tweedy. I am sure it doas. That is what it must ba, 


Mr. Baron. The first paragraph is meant to indicate that 
ithe Chief of Station should not feel that Headquarters would 
be disappointed in thea fact that ha did not pull off an 
. daceseindtion mission in such a short period of time? 
Mr. Tweedy. F want to be careful to how I reply to that. 
All 1 was saying to a very profassional collaaque was that. we, 
hed no illusio:s about the fact that tha plenninad operation 
of this would be vary difficult, at bast, and would taks time 


and thoroughly agree the fact that prospects, immadiate 


<a 
prospects, wera such t there was no alternative for gicney 
ee 


n sg 
D4 (Gottlieb to raturn. is all I was saying. 


But to say what T was trving to exprass to him was ths 
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fact that we were not overly disappointed that Lumumba was not. 
assasainated at this point is just not the level of intercourse 


| that I had with a very professional Chief of Station. That is 


tall. 


i 
\ 
i 


Mr. Baron. Does not the paragraph A here indicate that 


! 

| the objective of tha mission that was discussed in the YOQPROP 
” 2 ~ 

1 channel] was to assassinate Lumumba in view or in light of the 
i ane 


" fact that (CottlLebyhad gone to the Congo with materials that 


| were only going to be lethal for a short pariod of time? 


Mr. Twaedy. That is what it says. 


Mr. Baron. In other words, what I am trying to explore 


“with you is your characterization of thia entire stage of the 


WARD & PAUL 


‘ S operation as one of planning and exploration when we know that 
: GStelign took materials to the Congo which would only be lethal 
"for a short period of tims and presumably was prepared to move 
" from exploration to implamentation? 

Mr. Tweedy. If, a a result of the Station focusing on 
the problem for the first time, as a rasult of Haadquarters’ 
request, they had come up with 4 plan that they thoudht was 
exceadingly solid and which Headquartars approved, it is not 
surprising, perhaps, that we wanted the matsarials thera to tas 
advantage of such, if you like, an unlikely avant. But this 
would not change tha normal sequence of svents, which would bs 
that tha Station would axplora, kaen Headquarters informed, 


Headquarters woul! comment, it would than be a cresando of 
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agreement or no agreement at all resulting from either a final’ 
request for approval or either approval or no approval. This 


would not have changed. 


Mr. Baron. . Because “Gottlieb* took lethal materials to 
ae) 


the Congo with him that had such a short period of lethality, 
were you not contemplating at that time that the operation 
might well move from the exploration phase to the implementation 
——— 
Phase just as soon as Gottliebjand Hedgqeman determined that it 
was feasible? 
Mr. Tweedy. I think Ir would put it quite differently. 

I think that IT would say that we would have baen remiss in not 
“being in « position to exploit, if we reached the point whare 
we all aqread that tha thing was possible. 

If they had merely gone over and said we think wa can +o 


1 it, by why do you not send the stuff from Headquarters, that 


 § would have been sort of nonsense, if you follow me. 


Mr. Baron. You would have expected the Chief of 
Station to cable back for confirmation, but i* was cartainly 
within your contemplation at the time that when Goteliad went 
to the Congo, when tha Chief of Station cabled for confirme- 
tion, you woul’ probably give him a go ahea:’ to assassinate 
Lumumba? 

Mr, Tweedy. .I did not say that at all. 

Haro... Tf the operation were feasible? 


TWwuedy. J did not. say that at all. It would not have 
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been my say-so. I do not know what the policy levels of my 


Agency, who in turn would have been reflected in the policy 


. levels of the government, would have dona if it had come to the 


point where somebody said, wa can do {t, do you want us to do 


“at. 


Baron. You would’ have referrad that to Bissell? 
Tweedy. Yes. 
Baron. He would have referred it? 


Tweedy. He would have refarrad it according to his 


“lights. That was not my business. He was his own level of 


authority. He was as aware of his authority as I was at my 
leval. JT only assume that this would haves been discussed at 
the highest level, certainly at the Agancy. T assume that the 
decision would have had to have bean made by Allen Dulles and 
who else he wished to consult in Washinaton. 

These are pure assumptions on my part. Under no circum- 
Stances would I have given the go ahead. 

Mr. Nawson. That is interesting. 

Mr. Baron. T just have one more question on this line. 
I realize we are going very closely over this qround. We woul! 
not be deing it if it weren't important in trying to aet you to 
clarify for the record exactly what. shade of maaning you wast 
to attach here. 

Would it ba fair te say that when you dispatched 


to the Conao you expected to hear back -- 
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Mr. Tweedy. I expected this would result in a dialogue 
between the Station and ourselves as to what might be feasible. 


Mr. Baron. You were hoping? 


Mr. Tweedy. Gottiiebjassisting the Chief of Station in 


his explorations. 

Mr. Baron. In view of the antire policy of the Agency at 
that time, as indicated in the cables of Dullas and the cablas 
from yourself and Bissell to the Congo, you were hoping that 
GoeEYtab} ana the Chief of Station would find a feasible means 
of carrying out an acsassination mission and then inform you of 
k that. 

Mr. Tweedy. I am not going to commant on the hope. do 

not know what my frame of mind was on that. 

The purpose of the exercise was to sea whether this was 
| possible. One thing was clear, that I was the instrument of 

‘ 
; policy in carrying out the exploratian which was entirely a 
_ Professional matter. If the exploration had reached a point 
where wa felt that we could submit to higher authority a plan 
which we thought made some sense, at that point hiahar authorit~ 
would have to taka the ball and run with it and let us know 
what they concludsd. 

Mr. Baron. By higher authority hare, you mean any 
authority highar than yourself? 


Mr. Twaady. It would start with me in my chain of comman:. 


Ll would not be concerned with the Mational Security Advisor 
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to the President or anybody else, I was perfectly clear in my 
mind beacause of what had occurred and the way that these matters 


had been broachad to the field by Mr. Dulles, that the thing 


i was in the national arena and was just not in the Agency's 


arena. 

What Mr. Dulles would have done and what he felt his 
authorities ware from higher authority I cannot tell you. 

Mr. Dawson. That would have been @ matter that would haves 
bean between Mr. Bissell and Mr. Dulles, in that correct? 

Mr. Tweedy. In the first instance, it would have been 
betwaen Mr. Dulles and the outside world, tha Rxacutiva. 

Mr. Dawsor.. Tha chain of comman! would have bean, you 
would have talked to Bissell, you would not have been expacts 
er would have asked what Mr. Oullas' view wera? 

Mr. Tweedy. ‘Mind you, we warw also an Aqdency that was 
very flexible. Tt am not saying “ir. Dulles might not have talked 


to me about this, that was bacause Mr. Bissell was not 


immediately available, or somathing of this kind. 


What I am saying is at the working level, tha oparati 
level, the Divisional and tha Stetion lavel, we had come 
with a plan which mad» professional sense to us which we 
sound snoudh 30 that we would? orysent it to onr masters, 
would have dons so and the resultast instruction to the 


would heve dapemled on their reaction as far as wags conce 


within the Aqancy. As far ag “4r. Dulles was concernad, ! can: 
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tell you. 


In other words, thea degraa to which he thought he would 
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have to refer furthar to Washington on, I have no idea. 
Mr. Baron. It was your job to find a feasible way to carry 
; OUt an assassination; it was the job of Rissell and those above 
him to decide whether to go ahead, as far as you were concerned? 
Mr. Tweedy. As far as I was concernad, that is the way it 
: sterted. 


Mr. Dawson. You have no indepandent or specific recollac- 


tion that you ever went to Mr. Bissell and said, wa do not hevs 
“a shot at this, or we do, and wa could do it this way, and hin 
saying One thing or another? You hava no recollection wither 


‘way? 


wane wren 


“Mr. Tweedy. Mr. Bissell read the same traffic I did. 


y 
Mr. Dawson. I did not know that. 


Mr. Tweedy. He read these cables. Whan I say he read 
every Single one of them word for word -- all I can say is ha 
had full access to these cables and anything he had not read 
had anv reason to bslicve he had not read, IT would have kent 
gouerelly briefed on the prograss of tha planning. “latureally, 
he would have Leen interested. He would not hava followed it 

‘ 


in detail. 


Dawson. Would Myr. Dulles have had any access to thes 


Not routinely. I think he would have expects 
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| Bissell to keep him orally informed on a thing like this. 
" . 


; He did not want any more paper floating around in those days. 


mr. Dulles was in evan another building. Now, we were all dow; 
vat the Reflecting Pool at that point, were we not, and Mr. 

| Dulles was on E Street. It doasn't make any difference. The 

j number of papers on this ¥Gprop thing would have been restricted 
j te the absolute minimum. I do not think Mr. Dulles would havea 

' axpadted to be bothered with the operational detaile, What he 

a 


{Would have expected from Mr. Bissell wan progress on planning 
7 
the elimination of Lumumba by whatever meann. 

‘Mr, Dawson. Was tha routine way that that information 
would have been given to Mr. Nulles -- for instance, what I'm 
thinking was, were there staff meatings at which you attendet 
with Mr. Bissell in Mr. Dulles’ praseaace concerning what was 
happening ganerally on a routine quarterly or weakly basis? 

Mr. Tweedy. Mr. Bissell would have seen Mr. Dulles by a: 
large svery day. 

Mr. Tawsou. They would not. review muetings on a weakly or 
routine besis? 

4r. Tweedy. Ne hac his own sta’f meoting avery mornina, 
Mr. Oulles did. These were attendad by his Daputy Directors, o° 
which ‘ir. Bissell was one. 

L used to See Mr. Bissell -- he had a staff meeting once 
@ week which a1) Chiefs of Division attendad. Nothing like 


this would be discussed at those, had my own private matin: 
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with him on these matters whenever it seemed nacessary by one 


or the other of us. 


Mr. Baron. Returning to the cable of October 7th, 1969, 


which you sant to the Chief of Station, the referance toa 


senior case officer who might be dispatched to the Congo, is that 
a referance to the fact:that Bissell was considering dispatching 
Justin O'Donnall? 


Mr. Tweedy. No other candidate, no other. I assume that 


is who'it is. 


Mr. Baron. O'Donnell's account that hea was asked by 
Bissell to go to the Congo to carry off the assassination of 
Lumumba would fit hare? 

Mr. Tweedy. Sure. 


Mr. Baron. The third country national referred to in this 


: cable and in other cables as someone you are considering 


dispatching to the Congo to halp with the operation, would that 


‘be QUWIN or WIROGUR? 


Mr. Twasdy. As I told you before, definitely not WDROGUF. 
Iresumably this other fellow, whose identity and what ha wes is 
very, very unclear a6 Me. 

Mr. Baron. The adent that was run by 

Mr. Tweedy. Yas. This would have beer the man that would 
have worked with Justin O'Pounell if it had all happanad. 

Mr. Baron. That was QJWIN,. T will raprasent to you that 


QJWIN was the aqent who was supervised by Justin O'Donnell. 
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Mr. Tweedy. We read that that time, which is my only 
recollection of it. That is the person I am sure. 
Mr. Baron. Let me correct myself here. 


TI will represent to you that. QUWIN was the agent that wan 


| Yecruited by 


use by O'Donnell and perhaps by the Chief of Station. 


Is that consistent with your recollection? 


Mr. Tweely. No, it is not consistent with my recollection. 


| tt is cartainly consistent with what I read the last time I saw 


‘you, which I have no reason to dispute. T just cannot remamber 


“the bliqhter at all. 


Mr. Raron. As Exhibit 10, let us introduce a cable of 
October 15th, 1960, which is not sent in the Yorror channel. 
It is marked RIBAT LAT in the space whars sansitivity 
idnudicators are usually placed. 

(The document referred 
to was marked Tweedy 
Fxhibit No. 10 for 


identification. } 
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Mr. Baron. This cable requests the views of the Chief of 
' Station on suggestions Ay B and C for various covert operations. 
oe 
In paragraph C, there is 4a reference toffBGROAK. 
Mr. Twoedy, we have received the representation from the 
“ CIA that that was a cryptonym used to refer to Lumumba. 
Ia that consistent with your intereptation of the cable? 


Mr. Baron. It is indead. 


Mr. Tweedy. This paragraph C says in part: “Only direct 


| action we can now stand behind ia to support immobolizing or 
HT Oe ’ 
: arresting GBROaK, dasirable as more definitive action might he. 


' Any action taken would have to be antiraly Conqolase.” 

Now, you signed this cable, but it was ot sant in the 
special sensitivity channel that daalt with Gottliab's mission 
to the Cong? 

Before we discuss this cable, let us also introduce into 
the record as Fxhibit 11 another cable which you siqned on 
october 15, 1960 which was sunt in the fOPROP channel to the 
Chief of Station. 

(The documant referred tc 
was marked Tweety Exhibit 


So. Ll for inentiticetic:. 
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Mr. Baron. This contains the following language: “You 
will note from cable through normal channel currently being 


8 
transmitted” then {¢ continues “on YQPROP suggestions. You 


i 
‘wit proty receive more along these lines as stumbling 


! bloc [Gihoar Yepresents increasingly apparent all studying 


Congo situation closely and his disposition spontaneously 


becomes number ona consideration.” 


fl Mr. Tweedy. I think by that, I think it 1s perfectly God- 


| awful English. 


Mr. Baron. The cable continues -- 


Mr. Twaady. Obviously that means that everyone one talked 


"to said thare is no solution to the Congo as long as Lumumba 
‘ atays in a position of powar or influence there. That is what 


; ; that means. 


Mr. Baron. The cable'continues: "Raise above so you not 


“confused by any apparent duplication. This channel remains 


for spucific purpose you discussed with colleague and also 
remains highest priority." 

Now, dows this pair of cables indicate that at this point. 
despite the indication in the first cable that wa looked at that 
"direct action would be limited to entirely Congolase action" 
the actual position of yourself and others at Headquarters 
dnvolved in this oneration was that exploration of an assassine- 


tion mission remained tha highwust priority for tha Chief of 


Station? 
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Mr. Tweedy. I think thet is accurate. 
We had come to the end of the road, at least-temporarily 
on the YQPROP aspect and for the tima being we were in no 


position to approve anything but: what’ was discussed in the 
0? 


(<i 


‘ cable. Nonetheless, as long as the threat to the Congo 
from Lumumba existed, there remained a high priority to search 
for means to take care of the qpRoP Planning aspects. 

Mr. Baron. When the cable refers to the specific purpose 


you discussed with colleague -- 


eel 


Mr. Tweedy. This is assassination with Gottlieb; 1 am 


gure. 


Mr. Baron. It then says: This purpose remains hiqhest 


wamo a raur 


priority. Would that not indicate to the Chief of Station 
that he should procsed to find a way that Lumumba could be 


assassinated? 


Mr. Tweedy. What this would mean to the Chief of Station 


‘was that he should retain exploration of possible means of 
assassinating Lumumba as highest priority. He should continus 
“to seek means to do this, not to do it, 
Mr. Baron. Again, you are maintaining you have just made 
yourself clear, as far as you wars concernad, you ware still 
“asking him to explore and not implemant at this point? 
Mr. Tweedy. Nothing alse but. 


Mr. Baron. Who would hava had access to or received 


410 Bunt Streets f . Warmneton, DC 720003 


ct distribution of the first cablu we looked at which travelled i: 
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Mr. Tweedy. It would have been restricted, but not as 
restricted as the other. 

Mr. Baron. Would somebody at the Embassy conceivably 
| have been cut in on cable traffic in the channal that dealt with 
(apek operations? 

Mr. Tweedy. Could be, certainly. .. Boys if 

Mr.. Baron. In other words, the porpose of sending -a 
_ #econd cable on the same day which dealt with action against 


Lumumba was: what? 


Mr. Tweedy. The simple reason I think -- I say I think, 


; bacause I cannot tell you so -- as Y said a few minutes ago, 


| obviously you'd come temporarily to the and of the line on 


! O 
fpRoP. Measures taken to shore op GEERT posteton in the 


Congo, {Habutul would have served to support the general objactive, 


! of containing Lumumba by whatever means. It is all part of tha 


same purpose. Te 
Once again referring to the original cable from Mr. Dullas 
which said all means, in effect, ani I think the reason I'm 
putting this in tha opan channel, tha open channel is still -- 
Mr. Baron. Simply tha ordinary channel usad batween 
yourself -- 
Mr. Tweedy. Still a restrictad channel. RIBAT is a 
restricted thing, in any evant. This could have bean discussed 


with the Ambassador or the Embassy, if any aspect of it seemed 
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410 Fey Street, 


appropriate by the Chief of 8tation. 


Mr. ‘Baron. Dy contrast, the YQPROP cable would only have 
been seen by the Chief of Station? 

Mr. Tweedy. The Fmbassy would not have been shown this 
cable anyway, We do not show the traffic to the Embassy; we 


discussed it. 


OR 


Mr. Baron. It would have been propr for the [iprar cable 


to be conveyed in some Manner? 

Mr. Tweedy. To be discussed. 

Mr. Baron. Between the Chief of Station and perhaps the 
Ambassador? 

Mr. Tweedy. Discussed; only orally. 

Mr. Baron. By contrast, the YOPROP cable clearly would 
have been restricted to the Chiaf of Station? 

Mr. Tweedy. I have no reason to believe that the YOPRoP 
business was discussed with the Ambassador, I do not 


beliave it was, although Mr. Dulles, in his original cable, sain 


"he could, if he wanted to. 


Mr. Baron. Let us introduce as the final exhibit for 


; the moment fxhibit 22, a cable of October 17, 1960 going to 


‘ Jadwin from the Chisf of Station. 


In this cable, the Chief of Station 1s responding to your 


' suggestion that a senior case officer might be dispatched to 


' the Congo to handla the 


| 
i 


Tdprop Operation. He says it is an 


excellent idea, Is that a fair interpretation? 
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Yes. 
(The document referred 
to was marked Tweedy 
Pxhibit No. 12 for 


identification.) 
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Mr. Baron. The Chief of Station then makes a suggestion 


y dn the fourth paragraph for equipment that. might be provided if 


such a casa officer were to be sent. He ssays, "If case officar 


| sant, racommend Headquarters pouch soonest high powered foreign 


make rifle with telescopic sight and silencer. tunting good 


here when lights right. However as hunting rifles now forbidden 


jj) would keep rifle in office pending opening of hunting season.” 


Would you take that to be a racommendation by the Chief 


“of Station, if a case officer was sant to the Congo to concen- 


ne 
“trate on tha YQPROP operation, he should be provided with the 


‘ kind of weapon that would be suited for a sniper shot at 


Lumumba? 
Mr. Tweedy. Yus. Not necessarily to he fired by the 
case officar, obviously not, but at least used in the operatio.:. 


Mr. Baron. This reference to the hunting seeson can be 


“taken as a reference obliquely to the fact that Lumumba was ir 


UN custody and that there would not be, in affect, "opan 
Season” or, him until he showed his face outside of UN custody. 
Would that be a fair iecebeeeations 

Mr. Tweedy. I would not have interpreted it quite the 
Bame way. 1 would have interpreted it this way, which was if 
it, as 4 result of Ileadquarterg suggestion that a rifle bs 


providad to the Station, the Station would coms up with an 


Operational plan involving the uss of the rifte which Headdque: t- 


would approve, and that thus, in uffact, tha oparation was on 
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by a rifle,that would be the opening of the hunting season. 


In other words, the point where they knaw how it could be used 
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\ and Headquarters had approved its use. 


i Mr. Baron. I have one other genaral quastion before wa 


| take @ break, and t r taney Gottllab™s 
i ea eak, an hat ids, returning to Sidney Gottlieb'"s 
i account of his conversation with Richard Bissell about making 


i Preparations for carrying off an assassination against an 
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Mr. Tweedy. I do not recall that Gottliabvand [ avar 
discussed highar authority and approval. 1 do not say that it 


did not occur. Tf Gottlieb, said that he had this impression 
in talking to Bissell, I cannot say no, but T cannot comment 
on it further. 

Mr. Baron. For the moment, we have no further questions 


and we will take a break now and pick un aqein hefora the full 


Committes and Executive Session this afternoon. 


Warten ae f 


Thank you very much for your patience in going through th 
documants ona by one. It has been extranely heloful to us. 


(Whereupon, at 1:40 p.m. the heering concluded.) 
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